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I. Basis of the report 



L With regard to the elements oftheintematioBal application:* 
^ the international application as originally filed 

I I the description: 

pages 

pages 

pages 



, as originally filed 
, filed with the demand 



, filed with the letter of 



□ 



2. 



the claims: 
pages 



, as originally filed 



, as amended (together with any statment) under Article 19 
, filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



I I the drawings: 

pages 

pages 



, as originally filed 
, filed with the demand 



, filed with the letter of 



I I the sequence listing part of the description: 

pages .. ; . 

pages ; 



, as originally filed 

, filed with the demand 



^ filed with the letter of 



With regard to the language; all the elements inarked above were availahl'e or fiimished to this Authority in thelangiiage in wbibh . 
the internatipnal applic^on w&s filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following .language . English . • ' which is 

I I the language of a translation furnished for &e purposes of international search (under Rule 23.1(b)). 
^ the language of publication of the international ^plication(under Rule 48.3(b)). 

I — I the language of the translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examuiation(under Rules 55.2 and/ 
* — ' or 55.3). 

With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international 
preliminaiy examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

i~| contained inthe international application in written form. 

filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

furnished subsequentiy to this Authority in written form. 

furnished subsequentiy to this Authority in computer readable form 

The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disc losure in the 
international applicationas as filed has been furinshed. 

The statement that the infomiiation recorded in computer readable fonn is identical to the written sequence listing has 
been furnished. 



□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 

□ 



4. □ 



The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

the description, pages 

I I the claims, Nos. 

I I the drawings, sheets 



5. 



□ 



This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to 
go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated m the Supplemental Box(Rule 70.2(c)).** 



* Replacement sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to 
in this opinionas "origfnalfy filed" and are not annexed to this report since tliey do not contain amendments (Rules 70,16 
and70J7). 

*♦ Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be re/erred to under item I and annexed to this report. 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty. Inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 


1. Statement 




Novell (N) Claims 1"^^ 

Claims NONE 


YES 
NO 


Inventive step CIS) Claims ^'^^ 

Claims NONE 


YES 
NO 


Industrial applicability OA) Claims 1-15 

Claims NONE 


YES 
NO 


2. Citations and e3q>lanations (Rule 70.7) 

Reference is made to the following documents: 




D1: US 5584910 A 
D2:.US5t92486.A . 
. * D3:- US 5354356 A ; . : - 
D4:*JP;01-2050t9*A • ' : • ' y. 




Claim 1 * 




Claim- 1 of the present application relates to a method for manufacturing molten Iron, containing 
the step of branching the reducing gas discharged from a fluidized-bed reactor and drying at least 
one of Iron ores and additives before the step of reducing an Iron-containing mixture In the 
fluidized-bed reactor. 


D1 and D4 disclose methods for producing molten iron by the steps of reducing iron in a 
preheating reactor and a reduction reactor and charging the reduced iron into a melter gasifier. 
characterized by containing the step of supplying the gas generated from the melter gasifier to a 
fluidized-bed reactor. D2 discloses a method for reducing raw iron ore fines into a briquette 
product using a multi-stage fluidized-bed reactor. 03 discloses a method of providing fuel for an 
iron making process. 


None of the documents D1-D4 disclose the step of drying iron ores and additives by using the 
exhaust gas from a fluidized-bed reactor. In addition, said technical feature gives the invention of 
claim 1 an advantage that no additional drying apparatus is needed for an apparatus for 
manufacturing molten iron, and said technical feature is not obvious to a person skilled in the art! 
Therefore, claim 1 meets the requirement of PCT Article 33(3). 


(Continued on Supplemental Sheet.) 
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Supplemental Box 

(To be used when the space in any of the preceding boxes is not sufficient) 

Continuation of; - - 

Box V. 

2. Claims 2-8 

Since claims 2-8 are dependent claims which include the technical features of claim 1 , claims 2- 
8 also meet the requirement of PCI Article 33(3). 

3. Claims 9-15 

Since claim 9, which relates to an apparatus for manufacturing molten iron, is only different in the 
category from claim 1 , claim 9 also meets the requirement of POT Article 33(3). 

Since claims .10-15 are dependent claims which- iriclude the technical features of claim 9, claims 
10-15aIsomeetmerequirementofPCt Article ^^^^ • 
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